
              
 
   “The strength of the team is each individual member; the strength of each individual member is the team.”  
            ~ Dwight D. Eisenhower 

365 Lynwood Drive 

Severna Park, MD 21146 

(410) 222 – 6555 office   (410) 222 – 6563 fax 

@BenfieldESaacps  Benfield Elementary Website  

A National-Blue Ribbon School of Excellence      

Maryland Green School 

Wellness School of Distinction 

EGATE Excellence in Gifted and Talented Education 

        December 16, 2019   
                          
 

 
Greetings Benfield Families! 
 
With this newsletter, I would like to wish you a happy, healthy, 
and joyous holiday!  This is the time of year when we can take 
time from our schedules to enjoy time with family and make 
special memories that will last a lifetime.   
 
I would like to extend a special thank you to Maureen 
Pawlikowski, Susan Donaldson, and Sarah Deluca for the stunning 
decorations inside and outside of the building.  You truly did a 
wonderful job! 
 
Congratulations to our students whose beautiful artwork is 
displayed at Annapolis Mall.  You can see the artwork at the mall 
or at this link: Anne Arundel County Winter Wonderland Art 
Exhibit at Annapolis Mall .   
 

Thanks to the contributions of 
students and families last 
week, the troop #2096 
brought 115+ pounds of 
toiletries to the packing event 
over the weekend. The kits 
will be part of a backpack 

distribution on Christmas Eve to locations across the county. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sue Myers 

Principal 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

December 

16th           Winter Concert, 6:30 p.m. 

18th - 20th  Musical Auditions 4:00 p.m.-6:15 p.m. 

23rd –        Winter Break, No School, Office is Closed 

Jan 1st  

 

January 

6th, 7th, 8th  CogAT® testing, 2nd Grade 

8th – 9th      CogAT® testing, 5th Grade  

7th             Speed Stack Presentation during PE 

13th           PTA Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

16th           Variety Show Parent Meeting, 6:00 p.m.,   

                 Science Lab (Show – February 21st) 

20th           School Closed – MLK Day 

23rd           Mother / Daughter Night, 4th/5th Grade Students 

24th           Club/Candid Photos 

                 PTA Movie Night, 6:00 p.m. 

28th-29th   Two-hour early dismissal 

30th           School closed for students 

 
The Anne Arundel County Public School System does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, sex, age, national origin, religion, disability, sexual 
orientation or familial status in matters affecting employment or in 
providing access to programs.  Questions regarding nondiscrimination 
should be directed to Jessica Cutches, Specialist in Human Relations, 
Anne Arundel County Public Schools, 2644 Riva Road, Annapolis, MD  
21401; telephone (410) 222-5318; TDD (410) 222-5500. 

 

 

Support our PTA! 

Benfield PTA Website 

Click Here: Storytime with Mrs. Myers 

https://www.aacps.org/Page/4022
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmrHIZncT5k&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmrHIZncT5k&feature=youtu.be
https://benfieldparents.membershiptoolkit.com/
https://youtu.be/1DpAk-ydmn4


  

 

 

AVID Information will be available during course selection 

night at Severna Park Middle 
When:  

Tuesday, February 25th 6:00 – 7:00 pm 

Oak Hill, Jones, Shipley’s Choice Elementary 

 

Thursday, February 27th 6:00 – 7:00 pm 

Benfield, Severna Park and Folger McKinsey Elem 

 

Where: Severna Park Middle School Cafeteria 

 · Meet Current AVID students and teachers 

· Visit the AVID classroom 

· Learn more about the AVID Program 

· Have the opportunity to have your questions answered 

We will give a brief description of what AVID is and is not  

during and will be available for questions.  

 

AVID is a program designed for students in the “academic middle” who have the 

ability to succeed in advanced classes with the support of the AVID program. 

AVID prepares students for enrollment in a four-year college or university.  

For more information, please visit the AACPS website:   AVID Overview 

  

https://www.aacps.org/Page/7053


Benfield Elementary School 
Winter 2020 Chess Program (Mondays) 

For Beginner players 
Benefits of Chess  
* Improves concentration 
* Significantly improves motivation 
* Stimulates critical thinking 
* Has been known to increase grades in school 
 
Some of the schools that Mr. Arkadiy Frenkel has taught or is teaching this year are: 
Fort Garrison Elementary, Ilchester Elementary, Park School, Montgomery Co. Public Schools 
 
The program: 
Our lessons are one hour long on Mondays. Students are exposed to the foundational theory of chess in the 
first half of the lesson. During the second half, students can then apply their newly acquired knowledge in 
playing with other class mates. While the kids are engaged in critical thought, the instructor provides helpful 
tactical ideas and suggestions to improve their strategies. 
 
Kids will be constantly challenged as they learn to play chess with national chess master, Arkadiy Frenkel. 
Chess is gymnastics for the brain and studying the game is known to show significant improvement in school 
grades and academic activities. Young players will be taught strategies and tactics that will help them on the 
board and in life. Arkadiy has over 30 years of international experience and has taught at chess camps, schools 
and programs in Maryland, Virginia, and Pennsylvania. 
 
Information for students and parents: 
Location: Benfield Elementary School – Cafeteria 
Days: January 6,13,27. February 3,10,24. March 2,9,16,23. 
Time: 8:15am-9:15am 
First Day of Program: January 6, 2020 
Duration of Program: 10 sessions 
Cost: $90.00. (Benfield PTA is covering $10 of the $100 fee for this Club) 
 
Coach Information: Email: chesscoach1@yahoo.com / Phone number (410) 530 6158 
 
Registration Information: email Gayle Wolfe at gayle.b.wolfe@gmail.com to register and with any questions. 
Cell 678.478.4070. 
 
Please complete this online emergency form if you are registering your child for this club: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdh3X29ZISc70cwB06d3woSUeMvhqHCLqFzPA 
Onk9lS8nsHQw/viewform 
 
**Please make checks payable to “Benfield PTA” with “Chess Club – Mon” noted in the memo section. 
  



Benfield Elementary School 
Winter 2020 Chess Program (Fridays) 

For Intermediate players 
Benefits of Chess 
* Improves concentration 
* Significantly improves motivation 
* Stimulates critical thinking 
* Has been known to increase grades in school 
 
Some of the schools that Mr. Arkadiy Frenkel has taught or is teaching this year are: 
Fort Garrison Elementary, Ilchester Elementary, Park School, Montgomery Co. Public Schools 
 
The program: 
Our lessons are one hour long on Fridays. Students are exposed to the foundational theory of 
chess in the first half of the lesson. During the second half, students can then apply their 
newly acquired knowledge in playing with other class mates. While the kids are engaged in 
critical thought, the instructor provides helpful tactical ideas and suggestions to improve their 
strategies. 
 
Kids will be constantly challenged as they learn to play chess with national chess master, 
Arkadiy Frenkel. Chess is gymnastics for the brain and studying the game is known to show 
significant improvement in school grades and academic activities. Young players will be 
taught strategies and tactics that will help them on the board and in life. Arkadiy has over 30 
years of international experience and has taught at chess camps, schools and programs in 
Maryland, Virginia, and Pennsylvania. 
 
Information for students and parents: 
Location: Benfield Elementary School – Cafeteria 
Days: January 10,17,24,31. February 7,14,21,28. March 6,13. 
Time: 8:15am-9:15am 
First Day of Program: January 10, 2020 
Duration of Program: 10 sessions 
Cost: $90.00 (Benfield PTA is covering $10 of the $100 fee for this Club) 
 
Coach Information: Email: chesscoach1@yahoo.com / Phone number (410) 530 6158 
Registration Information: email Gayle Wolfe at gayle.b.wolfe@gmail.com to register and with 
any questions. Cell 678.478.4070. 
 
Please complete this online emergency form if you are registering your child for this club: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdh3X29ZISc70cwB06d3woSUeMvhqHCLqFzPA 
Onk9lS8nsHQw/viewform 
 
**Please make checks payable to “Benfield PTA” with “Chess Club – Fri” noted in the memo 
section. 

 

 



Cup Stacking Fun! 

  

You can order a set of 

Stacking Cups now through 

December 18, 2020 

Visit  

speedstacks.com/go/    
and choose Benfield 

Elementary School from the 

list. 

Stacking Club Flyers will be 

sent home on  

December 16, 2019 for all 

students in 3rd – 5th grades. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.speedstacks.com%2Fgo%2F&data=01%7C01%7Celclark%40aacps.org%7C90261f8fcb8b4cd6875e08d77781cb5d%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=P4MfXktFRrTEoKEtg2jiMiIUmodBz8ZoMHKauojl%2Bec%3D&reserved=0


Telling Our Stories 
Benfield Elementary students are engaged in activities to 
learn more about each other and have the opportunity to 
share what makes them special.  Each grade level will be 
involved in activities throughout the school year to share 

with our community “Who We Are.” For the month of 
December, we will be learning about our fourth graders 
who shared who they are through “Magical Moments.” 

 

Abby Ross 

My Magical Moment: The Christmas Surprise 

 

       In my living room at my house, my mom handed 

me and my brother, Liam, a big box with dark brown 

wrapping paper. On the box was a white owl. 

“Hedwig!” my brother shouted. I had no idea who 

Hedwig was. Oh yeah! Hedwig is Harry Potter's owl! 

So, I opened the huge box very carefully and slowly. 

Liam did the same thing. The first thing I saw was a 

double decker bus. Then my dog, Haggis ran in with 

a Chelsea soccer team scarf around her neck. I 

started to dig deeper into the box and found tickets 

to go see the Lion King musical and a map of 

London. “Are we going to London?” I asked my dad. 

“Yep,” he replied. Then my mom told me that we 

were also going to the making of Harry Potter! That is 

why Hedwig was on the top of the box! I was so 

happy that I was going to London! 

 

     This was a very magical moment for me and my 

family because it was my first time going to London! 

 
Zain Alhadidi 

My Magical Moment: Bahamas For My Dad’s 

Birthday 

       

     We parked the car in the parking lot. I was so 

happy we were in the Bahamas. We got our stuff out 

from the car. We went to the beach. There 

was lots of sand. The water was blue and very salty. 

We set our stuff up and laid out our towels. I walked 

to the water. I swam in the water and splashed my 

brother and sister. We built a sandcastle. I buried my 

brother in the sand. I said to my whole family, ̈ ̈This is 

so much fun while it lasted!” My Dad was happy to 

spend his birthday in the Bahamas. 

 

      This moment is magical for me because the 

Bahamas was a paradise! 
 

Abigail Rinick 

My Magical Moment: Meeting Harley the Macaw 

 

     I walked into Eco Adventures and I saw the 

beautiful Macaw. The Macaw was the prettiest 

green to the most vibrant purple. The Macaw’s beak 

was black and his head was green with black and 

white stripes. His eyes were 

bulging black and white. His chest was yellowish, 

orangish, and blue. I walked over to his cage and I 

said, “Hello, Harley!” Harley is the bird’s 

name. “Hello,” said the Macaw. I also saw Harley 

wave. Mrs. Mei-len let me feed Harley. The Macaw 

knocked his food bowl down. I said, “Bye” to 

Harley as I walked further into the building. 

 

     This was a magical moment for me because I was 

meeting a bird up close for the first time! 

 

Ashley Coronado 

My Magical Moment: The Misunderstood Puppy 

 

     3… 2… 1… We walked the last couple steps to get 

to the adoption center at Petsmart. The dogs and 

puppies were shaking, cold, and all alone. They were 

just waiting to find a forever home or even a friend. I 

saw an adorable puppy! When I went up to see it, I 

realized it was a German Shepherd puppy. It was a 

female. I wanted to get her a lot, but there was a girl 

who took her! My mom saw a different puppy. We 

went to see it and I wanted to get it! It was a Golden 

Retriever, Hound, and German Shepherd mix. It had 

the most adorable burnt, golden color. It had its ears 

up. I touched the puppy. Its tail started to wag a lot. 

It was a female and 2 and a half months old. She 

was energetic, playful, and partly trained! We 

decided to get her! She was our new dog! We 

named her Ciara. 

 

This moment is magical for me because it was the first 

time I got to hold my brand new dog! 

 



Audrey Lester 

My Magical Moment: My New Baby Cousin 

 

     I walked into my Aunt’s living room and I saw total 

cuteness! My new baby cousin Hannah was there! 

She was so cute with her little black curly hair 

and her cute smile. She also had a cute rainbow 

striped jumpsuit on. I sat down on the gray living 

room couch and then my Aunt Carylon handed 

Hannah to me. Then, Hannah fell asleep on my lap. I 

was so scared that she was going to wake up and 

cry. All of a sudden, I saw something white 

and chunky! It was really smelly coming out of 

Hannah's mouth. “It’s spit up!” I yelled. 

 

     This was a magical moment for me because I got 

to spend time with a new member of my family! 

Addison Tetrault 

My Magical Moment: The Black Diamond 

 

   We were at the very top of a black diamond slope. 

I saw the gorgeous view of all the other slopes and 

mountains. Maia, Caden, and I were kind of nervous, 

ell except for Maia, she was really nervous. Maia and 

I were joking like we were going to die on the    

slope. “Help me!” Maia shouted. “Sure,” I said. Then 

the ski instructor told us to go down very slowly, but of 

course me and Maia went down the slope like a 

rocket was shooting from Mars. Then, we slowed 

down and my brother Caden caught up to us. We 

were almost finished! The best part was at the end 

with the wind blowing in your face. It was the best! 

Maia and I were finally finished, and we wanted      

to go again! 

 

    This moment was magical for me because it was 

my first time doing a black diamond and I was so 

proud of myself! 

Alana Martin 

My Magical Moment: The Horse Show 

 

       “Alana Martin and Goldilocks please come up to 

the starting gate!” shouted the announcer. Me and 

my horse walked up to the gate. I could hear myself 

saying to my horse, “Come on! Can you go over the 

jumps this time? Please! We can do this!” My horse 

trainer, Arianna, came over and said, “You will do 

great and if she refuses, make her go over it!” Then 

my horse trainer gave me a big smile. I walked in the 

ring and started to trot.  My horse went over all the 

jumps except for two. When I was done, I heard 

the announcers say on the loudspeaker, “Alana 

Martin and Goldilocks received third place!” I was so 

happy that I placed! 

 

     This moment was magical for me because I never 

placed in my jumping class before and all of my hard 

work paid off! 

 

 

Morgan Johnston 

My Magical Moment: Socks 

      

     My mom and me were on the morning school 

news. We talked about Down Syndrome Awareness 

Day. My mom talked about why we wear crazy 

socks. I showed everyone my cool socks. I was very 

excited to show the school my socks! I loved being 

on camera! 

 

      This moment was magical for me because I got to 

be on camera and show off my cool socks! 

 

 

Alex Murray 

My Magical Moment: The Championship Game 

        

      The referee blew his whistle, “Tweet!” I knew that 

it was 3 seconds on the other team. We were on the 

really long grassy field playing our lacrosse 

championship game. There was only a little bit of 

time left and we were tied 5 to 5. Reese was the one 

on our team that was taking the shot. If Reese made 

it then we would probably win the game. She went 

up to the line with the ball. “Come on Reese!” I 

yelled. We really needed her to score.  All of my 

teammates were also screaming, “Go Reese!” Then it 

was silent.   The ref blew his whistle and Reese ran as 

fast as she could up to the goal  with her hair flying 

side to side. Then she scored! I was really happy! 

Right after she scored, the ref blew his whistle telling 

everyone that the game was over. We won! I ran 

over to Reese and yelled, “Great job!” Then me and 

whole team got together and cheered for Reese. It 

was the best lacrosse game of my life. 

 

   This moment was magical for me because I had 

never won a championship game before! 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Alexandria Findley 

My Magical Moment: The Amazing Snow Slide 

 

      Angel started to climb the ladder to the roof of his 

house and said, “C’mon what's keeping you 

waiting?” I looked up and saw a little icicle and 

thought, “I should make an ice castle!” I started to 

climb in worry that one of my siblings would shake it. 

After we all got up on the ladder, I looked at 

Angel’s backyard. Once I looked away, I knew the 

plan. Angel got on the sled and I started to push the 

sled. “Alex!” Kenny and Samantha screamed. 

Samantha had pushed me off the roof into the snow. 

Luckily, it was deep enough not to hurt me. Then, 

they started to play king of the hill, so me and Angel 

moved the ladder out of the way. Once they were 

finally done, me and Samantha made a fairy garden 

out of ice and snow. When we were called inside, we 

made VERY colorful gingerbread house. We tried to 

eat the gingerbread house but we just licked the 

frosting off. Later, I went to sleep on the living room 

floor while dreaming of my magical moment. 

 

This moment was magical for me because I got to 

have so much fun at my cousin’s house! 
 

Ares Mason 

  My Magical Moment: The World’s Hardest Sport 

        

     ‘’Ares, we need you as sub for flyhalf!” called the 

coach. It was the last match that would decide if we 

won the rugby tournament. I said, “Lucky us! We 

have more points.” Smack! We kicked the ball, but 

they picked it up. Then, it was a penalty on them so 

we got the ball. We ran down the field. Two of the 

kids on the other team chased me for the ball. One 

did a summer salt and landed flat on his back. The 

other guy did a dive and landed on his face. I 

scored! We won! Then our coach said, ‘’Now we get 

to take a picture with the first-place trophy, and it will 

be in the newspaper!” We all smiled for the camera. 

“Ahh!’’ We all were so happy. I could feel my hot 

cleats, the hot sun, and the crunchy grass. I was so 

excited and I could smell the delightful food. 

“Mmmmmmmmm,’’ I said. Then, we all 

congratulated each other before we went home. 

The next day, the newspaper 

arrived with a splat! I picked it up. I was on the front 

cover with the trophy! 

 

   This moment is magical for me because it was the 

last tournament of the year and we won! 
 

Audrey Stroud 

My Magical Moment: The Coolest Fish in the Sea 

        

    Splash! Everyone was in the water before I was. 

The sun shone on the water, making it look like a row 

of diamonds sparkling before the little boat. Just 

then, I heard a splash and felt the cool water on my 

skin. Our tour guide swam with us as we explored the 

vast reef. He was telling us, “There are more than 200 

species of fish in the sea. Don’t touch that coral! 

It’s sharp! Watch out, that's a barracuda!” The reef 

was so different that it looked like a new planet. Then 

I saw the most beautiful creature I have ever seen. It 

was an angelfish that was different colors like red, 

blue, green, and even a shade of pink. I reached my 

hand out, desperate to touch it, but the fish saw me 

and darted away. It made a bubbling noise as 

if it were saying, “Leave me alone!” It was a bummer 

that I did not get to touch it, but it truly was the 

coolest fish in the sea. 

 

    This moment is magical because the reef and the 

angelfish were so beautiful! It was the first time I have 

ever seen a fish like that before! 
 

 

Ava Minich 

My Magical Moment: My Move Up Meet 

 

       I was at my move up meet for gymnastics. I 

finally finished my tricks!  It was time for announcing 

names and giving out trophies! I was sweating. I 

was super scared. “Third place is Shilo Star,” said the 

announcer. “Second place is Madeline Baker… and 

first place is Ava Minich! Ava Minich, please 

come up!” shouted the announcer. “Woohoo!” 

everyone cheered. My parents gave me a thumbs 

up! “Thank you! Thank You!” I cried. I was so 

happy! My parents said I had a great big smile on my 

face! 

 

    This moment was magical for me because I got a 

first-place trophy and I was so proud of myself! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ava Swartz 

My Magical Moment: Sooper Dooper Looper 

       

    “Oh no, why am I doing this?” I asked myself. I was 

about to hop on a ride, the Sooper Dooper Looper! I 

was at Hershey Park on a sunny Sunday with my 

family - Olivia, Brady, my mom and my dad. I was 

about to ride a serious roller coaster. “Oh no!” I kept 

repeating to myself. I buckled my seatbelt and we 

were off! The ride went from slow to fast then a loop 

came! “AHHH!” I screamed as the air blew into my 

face, ruining my straight brown hair. After that, I 

shouted, “Woohoo!” as I came through a tunnel. The 

ride was over before I knew it. I asked my mom if we 

can do it again when we come back! 

 

     This moment was magical for me because it was 

the first roller coaster that I had ever ridden at 

Hershey Park! 

Ben Gilbert 

My Magical Moment: The Day I Met My Sister 

      

    Right now, I am in the car with my Grandparents to 

go to the Annapolis hospital. I was so excited 

because last night my little sister was born. Now I am 

a big brother and I can’t wait to meet my little sister. 

As soon as we got to the hospital, I jumped and 

started running to the building. As soon as I got into 

the building, me and my Grandparents went 

in the elevator to go upstairs. Finally, we ended the 

ride and I saw my Dad. I shouted, “Dada, baby sister 

came out!” Then I started running down the 

hallway as fast as possible. I burst in the room my 

Mom was in. I shouted, “Mommy, mommy is baby 

sister there?” Yes! My sister was lying in her little 

bed. Soon, my Mom told me that her name was 

Becca. I asked my Mom if I could hold her and she 

said, “Yes.” Then, she put Becca in my lap, and I sat 

there holding her. I was so happy because I’m finally 

a big brother. 

 

This moment is magical for me because on this day I 

finally became a big brother and that was really 

special for me. 

Bradley Woodson 

My Magical Moment:  The Day That Was AWESOME 

     

     “OINK!” cried the pig. I laughed as we walked 

through Kinder Farm Park. My dad told us to go to 

the goat pen. “OK!” me and my sister shouted. 

We walked to the pen. “BAA!” cried the goats. 

“HAHAHAHAHAHA !” we laughed together. I thought 

to myself, “I’m going to touch the goat’s head.” I 

reached out and touched the top of the medium 

sized goat’s head. It was so soft! I couldn’t stop 

rubbing its soft fur. This was the best day at the 

park! 

 

    This moment is magical for me because I got to 

touch a farm animal that was so soft! 

 

Brynn Houghton 

My Magical Moment: The Loopy Roller Coaster Ride 

      

     I was at Busch Gardens and I was in line for my first 

roller coaster with a loop. I stared up at the sign that 

read ALPENGEIST. My heart was racing. My mom was 

getting on with me because I was very nervous. “Will I 

fall off when we go upside down?” I asked. “You’ll be 

alright,” my mom said. We finally got on the roller 

coaster. Click, Click, Click. We were going up the 

huge hill. Then, we reached the top, and we were 

off. I was shaking. The wind was in my hair and it was 

blowing in my face. Suddenly, we were 

upside down and I stared at the ground. I also saw 

my dad watching me and I waved. We went over a 

lake. Then, the roller coaster raced to the end. 

I got off with my mom. I had so much fun and I was 

proud that I went on a roller coaster with a loop. “I’m 

going on again!” I yelled. I ran to get in line 

again. 

 

       This is a magical moment for me because I faced 

my fears and got on a fun loopy roller coaster for the 

first time. 
 

 

 



Cailin Bender 

My Magical Moment: The Lacrosse Game 

 

       3..2...1… The horn blew with a loud honk! Alex 

and I started jumping up and down. We were so 

excited. We won the championship lacrosse game! I 

am the goalie and we won the tournament for our 

age group. Our whole team ran over to me and 

started chanting my name, “Cailin! Cailin! Cailin!” 

I can’t believe I made so many saves. Last year with 

my old team I never won a game, let alone a 

tournament. We ran off the field with pure joy and 

happiness. I was so happy to finally feel the joy of 

winning. 

 

     This moment is magical for me because last year I 

was on a different team and we lost pretty much 

every game. Winning a tournament was a 

very happy change. 

 

Caleb Newton 

My Magical Moment: Makeup! 

Caitlyn Middlebrook 

My Magical Moment: Diagon Alley 

        

      We finally stepped out of the scarlet red Hogwarts 

Express. “Mom where is Diagon Alley?” I asked. “It’s 

right this way!” mom exclaimed. After the crowd 

moved, we walked down the street to the entrance 

of Diagon Alley. “We are here,’’ Dad said. I stepped 

through the entrance. Mom and Dad were right 

behind me. As soon as we stepped through the 

entrance to Diagon Alley, the Gringotts Bank 

towered in front of us. “Look up,’’ Dad exclaimed as 

he tilted my head up. I looked up and saw the 

Hungarian Horntail on top of Gringotts Bank. I could 

almost smell the orange and red spirit of fire 

exploding out of the Hungarian Horntail’s mouth. 

“Let’s go,’’ Mom whispered. Mom grabbed my arm 

as we stepped into Gringotts. 

 

      This moment was magical for me because I got to 

experience a setting from my favorite book! 

 

       My cousin Matt handed me the gift. We were in 

North Carolina. The gift was heavy like a 100-pound 

weight. As I was unwrapping the gift, I saw something 

that looked like a nail polish bottle. Then, I saw the 

box was blue with a tint of red. It was a makeup box! 

I said, “I did not want makeup for Christmas!” Matt 

said, “Look at what’s inside!” I started to pick up the 

box. I wondered what on earth was inside. I unboxed 

it and saw the black and gray Xbox logo. I started to 

get really excited. I was seriously relieved it wasn't 

makeup! 

 

     This moment was magical for me because I got a 

wonderful Christmas surprise! 

 

Chace Parker 

My Magical Moment: The Dolphin Swim  

       We started to get ready to get in the water to 

swim with the dolphins.  I was with my mom, my 

brother, and cousin. When the trainer came closer 

with the dolphin, I said, “This is so cool!” My face lit 

up. The dolphin was so awesome. The trainer said, 

“No cameras.” So, my mom put her camera back 

Caroline Stroud  

My Magical Moment: My Magical Vacation 

 

     My dad blew out the last candle. We were on a 

cruise and it was so hot. I wanted to find a way to 

cool off. ‘’Happy Birthday,’’ I said as I hugged 

him. ‘’Let’s go to the pool!’’ he said. Wow, how did 

he know I wanted to do that so badly? When we got 

to the pool, I jumped into the water. SPLASH! 

My mom and dad came into the water with me. My 

dad picked me up and flipped me into the water. 

Audrey kept splashing me with water, so I 

splashed her back. When I turned around, mom and 

dad were kissing!  (Eeeeeewwwwwww!) When it got 

dark, we headed back to the cabin and saw 

peppermint candy on the bed! ‘’This is the best 

birthday ever!’’ Dad said as we all did a group hug. 

 

     This moment is magical for me because I got to 

have a lot of fun celebrating my Dad’s birthday on a 

cruise! 

 

Ethan Richburg 

My Magical Moment: The GOAL 
in the locker, but she did not miss the ride. We got to 

touch and feel the first dolphin. It was a baby so we 

could not ride the baby. Then it was time to ride the 

dolphin. We got the adult dolphin. The dolphin was 

soft. We got to feed the dolphin Jello. The 

experience was short but still it was a once 

and a lifetime opportunity. 

 

   This was a magical moment for me because it was 

a once and a lifetime opportunity to be close to a 

real live dolphin. 

 

       It was the last soccer game. My teammate, 

Logan had the ball. He was surrounded by enemy 

players. He passed the ball to me. I saw the 

goalie lunge for the ball. He pushed it away with his 

fingertips. When he did that, he tripped and fell 

down. Then, I kicked the ball as hard as I could 

into the goal! My teammates surrounded me and 

cheered! That was the first goal I had ever gotten in 

my lifetime! 

       This moment was magical for me because it was 

my very first goal and I was so proud of myself. 

 



Wyatt Donaldson 

My Magical Moment: The Buffalo 

 

      We got out of the truck and went up a path. 

Cash had to go to the bathroom. So, Mom took him 

to the bathroom behind a tree. Me, Dad, and 

Jack went to the trail. “Dad, can we go up to that 

rock?”’ I yelled. “Sure!” yelled Dad. Once Cash was 

done, they ran to the trail. They stopped at the 

bottom because there was a buffalo crossing. They 

were so quiet the buffalo didn’t even see them. As 

soon as it went past, they went up the hill 

to the rock that we were on. “Did you see that 

buffalo?” Cash said panting. Jack said, “It was so 

funny that you two almost ran into it!” We went to the 

top of the hill and looked down at the other side. We 

saw a hot spring. As we walked down, another 

buffalo came close to us. I was nervous that the 

buffalo would come too close to us, but I was also 

amazed that it was so close I could almost reach out 

and touch it. 

 

This was a magical moment for me because I got to 

see a buffalo up close! 
 

Claire Farley 

My Magical Moment: My Great Save 

 

     It was the second half… I was at Kinder Farm Park 

playing goalie in a soccer game and sweat was 

dripping down my forehead. There was dirt 

smeared across my jersey and my socks were falling 

down with my shin guards slipping out. The score was 

2-1. We were winning. If the other team scored, we 

would be tied! The striker on the other team (one of 

our rival teams) stole the ball and dribbled down the 

field. Our defender tried to take her on but the striker 

beat her! The striker set the ball up and took 

the shot. The ball went soaring really high in the air. I 

started to get nervous. Then I launched myself up 

and I felt the almost rock-hard ball hit the tip of my 

hand. I tipped the ball over the goal with one hand! I 

had just made the save! “Yes, Claire!” yelled Harper. 

Then everyone cheered! (Oh and by the way, we 

won the game 4-1!) 

 

     This was my magical moment because I had 

made a great save and I was proud of myself! 

 
 

Claudia Somerset 

My Magical Moment: The Day I Got My Puppy 

 

       I woke up in the morning on November 1st, three 

days before my birthday. My mom came in my room 

and said that we are going to pick out a puppy at a 

breeder’s house. I screamed and asked how old they 

were. She said they were 4 weeks old. When we got 

there, we walked in the house. There were 4 tiny 

goldendoodle puppies. There were 2 black and 

white girls and 2 brown and white girls. I sat down on 

the blanket. One of the brown and white puppies 

had a pink collar with a bow on it. She crawled 

over to me because she couldn’t walk yet. I pulled 

her into my lap. She licked my face all over. It felt 

slimy and wet! We couldn't take her home yet 

because she was too young. We took her home 

when she was 8 weeks old on December 6th. We 

named her Savannah. 

 

     This moment was magical for me because I 

always wanted a dog and I got to pick out 

Savannah! 
 

Summer Lawrence 

 My Magical Moment: Meeting My Dog 

      

     I looked out the small window to see the breeder 

bring in our new dog from her dirty white car. “Mom!” 

I yelled, “Tribble our new dog is here!” My Mom and 

Dad ran downstairs to open up the door. “Hi!” my 

Mom said to the breeder. The breeder took off 

Tribbles blue and black leash. “Whoa!” my sister said 

as Tribble ran downstairs looking like a bright red fluffy 

cloud. We all ran after him and my Mom picked him 

up. “Can I hold him?” I asked. “Yes,” my Mom said as 

she handed me Tribble. He felt like a big ball of 

cotton candy! I hugged Tribble and we all laughed 

when his tail went crazy. 

 

     This was a magical moment for me because I got 

to hold my dog Tribble for the first time. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cullin Quinn 

My Magical Moment: The Slide 

        

     When I looked up at the slide, I saw that it was 

built into the side of the mountain. We were at a 

theme park in Utah. The slide looked steep 

and it seemed dark in the tunnel part of the slide. I 

had just made it to the top of the slide. “We made 

it!” I shouted. I got on the rug. I was ready to go 

down. My cousin got on with me. We went down the 

slide at tremendous speed. I was so scared! We were 

only sitting on a rug! We flew down the slide of the 

mountain until we hit the cushion. I felt so weird when 

I got off after flying down the slide. I was so happy 

that I was able to make it up the huge slide and 

survive the ride down! 

 

     This moment is magical for me because I got to 

go down a huge slide on  the side of a mountain! 

Dominic Tangrea 

My Magical Moment: Magical Explosions 

 

      We walked to a spot in the field to sit down. It was 

a summer night and the grass was soggy. With every 

step, I could feel the water under my shoes squirt out 

of the soil. As I sat down, my three-year-old cousin 

was running around trying to catch fireflies. Suddenly, 

there was a crack! Then a slight scream. My cousin 

jumped into my lap. “Look at all the firework 

colors,” I told him. As he was naming all of the colors, 

I thought, “This moment for Luke (my cousin) is 

probably the best moment of his little life.” 

On the way back, I could see cotton candy all over 

Luke’s face as he was asleep in my grandma’s arms. 

When I went to bed, I could still hear Luke 

whispering in his sleep all of the colors he named. 

 

      This moment is magical for me because I got to 

share the joy of fireworks with my cousin, Luke! 

Emily Slater 

My Magical Moment: My Magical Morning 

 

      It was the night before Christmas, and I was in my 

living room. I put up my favorite ornament called, 

‘The Santa Cam.’ It is a round ornament 

with the lens of a camera hidden in the yellow glitter. 

After I put the ornament up, I ate dinner and went to 

bed. But … I could not sleep. So, I got up and got 

some warm milk then I finally went to sleep. The next 

morning, my stepmother told everybody to come in 

her room. Then on her phone was a photo of Santa 

from the ornament! ‘’Wow! I did not know that the 

Santa Cam could do that!’’ I said. Then when 

everybody got up, we went downstairs and opened 

presents. This morning was so magical! 

 

     This moment was magical to me because it made 

my Christmas morning so very special! 
 

 

Elizabeth Virando 

My Magical Moment: The Disney Deluxe 

       

    I was waiting for my mom to bring me to dance. 

“All the kids on bus 7 please come to the bus foyer,” 

the announcement called out. The kids were 

all in the foyer. “Go inside the Media center,” my 

mom said. I went inside. A while went by, maybe like 

10 minutes. I came back out to the foyer. My mom 

noticed, but I guess it was okay because my mom 

didn't tell me to go back inside. “Okay, everybody!” 

the announcements came back on, “Our winners 

for three tickets to Disney World are...” My mouth 

dropped. “Mrs. Virando!” I screamed, “Ahhhh!” 

“Don't get too excited,” my mom told me, “They’re 

probably just coupons to the Disney store.” We 

walked down the hallway. “These are yours!” the PTA 

lady said. “See! I told you they were to actual 

Disney,” I shouted. I couldn’t wait to tell everyone! I 

was so happy! 

 

     This moment was magical for me because I got to 

go to Disney World and  see my grandparents and 

their dog! What an amazing adventure! 
 

 

 

Finn Madden 

My Magical Moment: Riding Waves at Twilight 

 

       We were at the beach in Nantucket and we were boogie boarding.  I got ready on my red boogie 

board and waited for the wave to come. I yelled to Tucker, my friend, “Ready?” “Yes!” he shouted back. I 

was so excited to try and ride the waves. Suddenly, there was white foamy water rushing under me and I got 

propelled to shore. “Wee!” I yelled. When I got to shore, I couldn't believe how quick it was. I yelled to Tucker 

“Let's do it again!” I spent the whole rest of the day riding the waves. 

 

    This moment is magical for me because it was my first time boogie boarding and it was so much fun. 



Tommy Wolfe 

My Magical Moment: Launch Time 

 

       I stepped closer in line. I saw the person before 

me launch their rocket. It was my turn. I set my 

masterpiece that is my bottle rocket in to 

place. I pressed the button as I quoted my favorite 

astronaut, Neil Armstrong, with a twist in my head, 

“One small step for man. One giant leap for 

awesome kids!’’ The bottle rocket hurdled into the 

sky. The rocket looked like an upside-down hot 

spring. The rocket smacked the field of C amp 

Henson. The only thing that could make this moment 

better is if the rocket blew up and made it rain M&Ms 

and Hershey bars. The rocket crashed into the 

ground. I ran to recover the rocket and surprisingly it 

had no damage done to it! The rocket is now a 

trophy of homemade space flight success! 

 

 This moment is magical for me because it shows me 

how much you can create with so little supplies! 
 

Finlay Sprinkel 

My Magical Moment: Going to Florida! 

 

     I jumped on the hotel room bed in Tennessee. As 

my mom handed me my birthday present, I pulled 

out the tissue paper. Then, I saw a planner. I was so 

confused. I took the planner out. Then my mom 

asked, “Is there September?” “Of course, there was!” 

I thought. I opened to September and it said go to 

Florida to see my aunt. I was so happy, and I gave 

my parents a huge hug. I thanked them! I was so 

excited that I would get to go see my aunt, uncle, 

and cousins. I was only going to go with my mom. My 

little brother was so jealous! It was kind of funny! 

 

    This moment is magical for me because I found out 

I would get to see my aunt, uncle and cousins and it 

was going to be my first time in Florida! 
 
 

Thomas Regala 

My Magical Moment: The Wedding Day 

Finn Luhta 

My Magical Moment: 200 IM 

 

   I was at the Pumpkin Splash Swimming Center in 

Virginia putting on my goggles and swim cap. I was 

getting ready to swim the 200 IM. I walked 

in line and waited until it was my turn to swim. Finally, 

it was my turn! The whistle blew and I got on the 

block. I got in my diving position and the 

buzzer beeped. I dived into the pool. It was a good 

dive. I swam a 50 fly and I felt the nice cold water 

splashing into the air on top of me. Then I 

swam a 50 back and I was getting pretty tired. After 

the 50 back, I swam a 50 breast. It felt good to do a 

stroke that doesn't take up too much energy. 

Then, I swam a 50 free. On the last lap, I saw that I 

was ahead of everyone so, I swam as fast as I could. I 

felt my hand hit the wall! “Yes!” I shouted. I 

got first place! After the race, I got a rubber ducky 

for getting first place and Coach Jim complimented 

me for doing a good job. I was also very 

happy with how I swam. The one thing Coach 

wanted me to do was breathe earlier on the fly! 

 

     This was a magical moment for me because it was 

the first time I swam the 200 IM and I got first place! 
 

   

   We walked into church on a very big wedding day. 

It was a special day for me because my sister and 

my brother-in-law were getting married. I got to 

stand up in front of  everyone with all of the 

groomsmen. I got to see them give each other their 

rings. When they walked out of the church, they 

looked like the happiest couple ever. “They are 

officially married!” I said to my brother. I was very 

proud of my sister and brother-in-law. We drove back 

in the bus to Chartwell Golf & Country Club. Then, we 

got to eat delicious food and everyone was happy. 

We started to dance to all of Summer and Shane’s 

favorite songs. There were so many amazing 

moments to remember that night. “This will definitely 

be a night to remember for my entire life,” I thought 

to myself. 

 

    This moment is magical for me because it was my 

sister’s wedding and I was so excited that I got to be 

part of it! 

 

 
 

  



Graham Guenther 

My Magical Moment: Getting the Puppy 

 

      “Wake up!” my parents called. I woke up. I did 

not know what was going on. I was super tired. Then, 

my brother woke up and he was mad that it was so 

early. We were both confused about why Mom and 

Dad woke us up so early. “What time is it?” I asked. 

“It’s 6:30am,” my mom said as she got on her phone. 

“What dog do you guys want?” my mom asked. 

“Wait, what!” we yelled. She started flipping through 

pictures of dogs on her phone screen. We saw a 

fuzzy brown and white dog. That was the one! I was 

super  

happy and excited! 

 

       This moment is magical for me because I was 

getting a dog! 

Griffin Bergstrom 

My Magical Moment: The Game Winner 

 

      There were 1.2 seconds left on the clock in our 

basketball game. The score was tied 24-24. My 

teammate, Max was inbounding the ball under 

our basket. “Stack, stack!” Max yelled as the referee 

gave him the ball. When Max smacked the ball, I ran 

to the opposite side of the hoop for a layup. Max 

passed the ball to me. I couldn’t believe it! I was 

wide open. I shot the ball right as the buzzer went off. 

The ball hit the backboard, bounced on the rim 

once, and then fell in! I couldn’t believe it! I made 

the game winning shot in a tournament! 

 

      This was a magical moment for me because I had 

never made a buzzer beater to win a real game! 
 

Hayden Griffith 

My Magical Moment: The Day I Touched A Dolphin 

       

     Splash! I jumped into the water. “Daddy! Mommy! 

Look a dolphin!” I shouted. The dolphin jumped up 

into the air. Mommy walked over to the ladder. It was 

slippery from people getting in and out of the water. I 

said, “Daddy are you coming?” “No, I have to watch 

your sister, Kayla, but I will video tape it.” I looked at 

the water. The water here in Mexico was so clear. 

“Watch out!” called Mommy. She jumped into the 

water with a huge splash! “Hey, you almost ran me 

over!” I shouted. Then, the dolphin trainer went 

into the water. She made a horrible screech like this, 

“sscccrreecchh!” The dolphin trainer said, “This is 

Sunny. You can pet her.” I swam over to the 

gray, slippery dolphin. I put my hand on her smooth 

skin. Sunny said, “Sssssscccccrrrrrreeeeeecccchhhh!” 

 

     This moment is magical for me because it was the 

first time I got to touch a dolphin. I love dolphins! 
 

Hannah Satterfield 

My Magical Moment: The Great Wolf Lodge Gift 

 

     “Creak!” I heard the door open. Ten seconds later 

my dad came up the stairs. I ran down the hallway 

and told Mommy excitedly, “Daddy’s back from 

walking the dog! Come on let's go downstairs!” “First 

we are going to get dressed,” Mommy told us firmly. I 

really don’t want to get dressed,  I thought. Then I 

protested, “Mommy can we wait to get dressed 

because it’s Christmas morning?” She thought for a 

moment. Then she gave in and said sweetly, “Okay. 

We can get dressed after presents and breakfast.” 

So, I ran down the hallway and told Kylie, Cora, and 

Daddy that we were ready to go open presents. We 

went down the stairs, but something caught my 

eye. I stopped to look for a second. There were three 

pretty wolves stuffed animals; two pink wolfs and one 

purple. The fur shined in the sun and reflected on the 

wall Also there was a fake magic wand and a slip of 

paper. I stopped looking and started walking down 

the stairs again. I felt one of the wolves´ fur. It felt like 

silk. I read the note once, then again. The note 

said we were going to Great Wolf Lodge! Then I 

screamed, “Ahh! We’re going to Great Wolf Lodge!” 

 

     This moment is magical for me because I was 

really surprised and excited that we were going to 

Great Wolf Lodge. 

Keira MacBride 

My Magical Moment: The Present 

 

     I sat down on the floor of my Grandma’s house on Christmas Eve. I waited for my brother Dylan and 

cousin Mariah to open their presents. When it was my turn to open a present, I said under my breath, “Yay I 

can’t wait!” After I opened the box, I got very excited because I got a bracelet that said my name and had 

a Hawaiian flower next to it. It was from my aunts in Hawaii! After that I thanked them so much. Then I started 

opening other presents. This was a great Christmas! 

 

      This moment is magical for me because I got a present from Hawaii! 



 

Isabella Suciu 

My Magical Moment: The Snorkel Adventure 

    

   Me and my family were in Costa Rica and we were 

ready for some snorkeling. We got on a boat which 

took us to a second boat. Next, we all got on our 

snorkel gear and our vests. Then, we stepped off the 

boat into the water. “Hey, this water is not too cold 

and not too hot!'' I said. I went underwater. I saw the 

vivid, beautiful coral reef. Then I got out of the water 

because the vest was too tight, and the snorkel 

tasted like soap. 

 

    This was a magical moment for me because my 

family got to spend time together exploring the coral 

reef. 
 
 

Jacob Vaughnes 

My Magical Moment: Getting My Dog 

 

     When all of us got to the parking lot, we had to 

wait a couple of minutes. We were waiting for the girl 

with our new dog, Storm, to get here. Soon, she 

was there with Storm. I jumped out of the car and 

grabbed the black and white Chihuahua. In my 

head I said, “He is so cute!” I hugged him and 

kissed him for what felt like 8 hours. Then I gave her 

the money and we got in the car. We stopped on 

the way home to get him food, a collar, and a 

leash. I couldn’t wait to play with him. Too bad he 

was sleeping! 

 

     This moment was magical for me because I got to 

hold Storm for the first time! I love my dog! 

Jude Greeff 

My Magical Moment: My New Friend 

 

      I was resting my back on the chain link fence for 

the seventh time this year.  Boy, I was thinking, how 

does everyone have a friend already? It was 

hard to look at all the kids playing, laughing, and 

having fun. I stared for a long while. Then, a kid that 

looked familiar started walking toward me. He 

had a surf shirt on, red hair, and freckles. He looked 

my age and before I could say anything, he said, 

“Do you need a friend?” I said, “Yeah! I guess 

so.” He said, “Ok! Get up and come play with me 

and my friends!” Did he say friends? If he did… “Oh 

and I did say friends!” he said. “Yeah sure!” I 

shouted. We started walking toward where he 

pointed to. I saw his friends and my mind was blown! 

This was the best day ever! I had my first friends! 

 

     This moment was magical for me because I was so 

excited to make my first friends! 

 

Liam King 

My Magical Moment: My First Double Flip 

Kaleena Listman 

 My Magical Moment: Pebble 

 
        “Wow. Dad, look at that pink bird!” I said excitedly. 

We were at the M&D Bird Shop in Rehoboth Beach. 

“Calm down,” Dad said while looking around. “Hello!” 

the lady said. “Hi,’’ my dad said smiling. “You are 

looking for a bird?’’ the lady asked. ‘’Umm…she’s 

looking for a bird,” my dad said as he pointed at me. 

“Do you have a cockatiel?’’ my dad asked. “Yes, we 

have two of them!” she told us. The lady walked over 

and got two pearl cockatiels. She handed me one and 

my sister, Sophia, one. We played around for a little bit 

with the birds. I was thinking of getting the bigger 

cockatiel that made a lot of noise. After a few minutes 

passed by, I decided to get the one that made a lot of 

noise and was really big. The bird lady took a purple 

marker and marked the cockatiel on the head. ‘’Bye,” I 

whispered. “We will come back soon and take you 

home!” I couldn’t stop smiling. 

 

       This moment is magical for me because I got to 

pick out Pebble, the bird and I will have him forever! 

 

Millie Evans 

My Magical Moment: The Puppy Surprise 
       Right after warmups, I went over to my dive coach. 

“Hey Coach, can I try a double flip?” I asked. “Sure!” 

she said surprised. Then I ran over to the 

board. I got ready to jump. Step, step, step, right foot 

up, and jump. As I was in the air, I tucked then rotated 

forward. One flip, two flips, then splash. I did it. I did a 

double flip! When I got out of the water, coach came 

over to me and said, “Liam, I didn't know you had that 

in you!” Then she told me to ring the bell for learning a 

new trick. So, I ran over and rang the bell really hard, it 

broke! All of my teammates laughed, then I did too. 

 

This moment was magical for me because this was 

my first time doing a double flip so I was super proud 

of myself. 

 
      My brother Charlie, my sister Kate, and I were 

playing soccer in the backyard on one of the last days 

of summer. We were tired of waiting for 

my Mom and Dad to get home from having lunch with 

their friends in Virginia. I heard the car drive up the 

driveway. “They’re home!’’ I shouted. We ran to the 

driveway and my Mom had a big smile on her face. My 

Dad was filming a video and on the ground was a 

chubby yellow lab puppy. I picked up the puppy and it 

snuggled in my arms. It was so soft and sweet! 

 

   This was a magical moment for me because we 

had a new family member and it was very special! 



Lila Posey 

My Magical Moment: The Rollercoaster Ride 

 

       Finally! We were on one of the most fun 

rollercoaster rides I had ever been on. I was all 

buckled in and holding my dad’s hand. It looked 

scary though. “Here we go!’’ the man over the 

loudspeaker said rather loud and he sounded the 

slightest bit annoyed. The rollercoaster jerked into 

movement and I clutched my dad’s arm even 

harder. We started going up. UP! UP! UP! We went so 

high! 1 loop. 1 drop. 2 loops. 2 drops. Then, we did it 

again! Backwards! I felt the wind in my hair as the 

rollercoaster whooshed along. 1 loop. 1 drop. 2 

loops. 2 drops. Then, the rollercoaster stopped. “It’s 

over? Aww!’’ my sister said. “Yep. But if you want to 

do it again, we could,’’ my dad said. “Yes, yes, yes!’’ 

I shouted. So, we did! 

 

     This moment was magical for me because I got to 

go on a giant roller coaster with my family. 

Lucy Knoepfle  

My Magical Moment: The Day I Met My Dog Harvey!! 

 

       “What is- what!?” I shouted as I look out of my 

bus window at my bus stop. I sprinted off of the bus 

and I saw a black-lab-looking-thing on my Dad’s lap. 

I shouted, “Millie, Max, come over here!” Yes, it was a 

dog! “Wo, wo wo,” I said, “We’re just renting him, 

right?” My mom answered, “No, Lucy, we’re keeping 

him.” Me and Millie happy cried so much that it felt 

like we cried a complete ocean of happy tears. “He 

has had a long day, guys. I think it’s about time for 

him to get a nap,” said my mom. “Fine,” I answered. 

Then, we called him Harvey, after the street in 

Baltimore that I used to live on. I prepared to watch 

my new puppy grow into a mischievously naughty, 

treat- filled life. 

 

       This moment is magical for me because I got to 

meet my puppy for the first time! 
 

Lyla Baker 

My Magical Moment: The Special Phone Call 

     

  As I was doing backflips on the trampoline, Nana 

shouted, “Lyla! Your mom wants to talk to you on the 

phone!” “Okay!” I yelled back. Since my mom and 

dad were away for a work trip, my nana had to take 

care of me, my brother, and my sister. I also knew 

that my mom was getting an email about dance 

team, so I knew that the phone call was about that. 

When I walked into the clean house, my mom was 

talking to my brother and sister about how much she 

missed them, so I knew that I had to wait until she 

was done talking. Finally, ten minutes later , my mom 

got off the phone with my  brother and sister and 

now it was my turn. As I got myself off the soft white 

couch, I got on the phone with my mom. My mom 

said, “Lyla I have to tell you something, you made 

dance team!” “Oh, my goodness! Thank you so 

much mom! I love you so, so, so much!” I yelled 

through the phone. That night I was so excited that I 

was jumping off the walls.  

 

    This was a magical moment for me because I 

made the dance team and I felt very proud of 

myself! 
 

Maddie Hale 

My Magical Moment: My Dolphin Kiss 

      

    I jumped off the third bus step and jumped on the 

dock. I looked behind me as the bus was leaving. It 

said, “Disney World” really big on the side of the bus. I 

turned around on the dock and a big smile came to 

my face. I found my size life jacket piled on the floor. 

I picked it up as an odor like rotten fish came to my 

nose. I zipped up the life jacket and the odor 

kept coming. My cousins were lined up with their feet 

dangling over the dock in the water. “Sam! Nate!” I 

called. “Maddie!” they called back, “Sit down next 

to us!” “Ok.” I said, while walking over there. We 

watched as the caretaker of the dolphin brought the 

dolphin close to Nate. I watched Nate jump in the 

water as I wished it was my turn. I clenched my teeth 

as it was Sam’s turn next. “Um, it's your turn,” said the 

caretaker of the dolphin. I got in the water 

immediately because I was so excited. The dolphin 

made a noise and came over to me. I got on the 

dolphins back fin and the dolphin started to swim 

forward. When the dolphin finished swimming and 

got back to the dock I got off the back of the 

dolphin’s fin. I faced the dolphin and the dolphin 

faced me, then my dolphin kissed my cheek! 

 

    This moment was magical for me because I never 

had a dolphin kiss my cheek before! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Maia Tetrault 

My Magical Moment: Doggy Vacation 

 

       “Ruff,” my dog Jake yelped. We were on our 

way to Thilman Island. It was the first time on 

vacation with our pet. I started to pet him and he 

looked at me. In my mind I thought, “You’re so cute! 

Such a big golden retriever that can fit in a minivan 

with 6 humans.  About two hours later, we arrived 

and Jake jumped out. We unpacked and then we 

went down to the river. I couldn’t get in the water 

because we didn’t pack a bathing suit. Jake got a 

few inches in, but I think he was scared of the water. 

After that, we went to take a walk before we went 

back to the house. It was my grandpa’s house but he 

lived in Florida. I don’t know why he kept it though. 

We gave Jake a bath outside. I loved taking him to 

Thilman Island and just walking him around. It was a 

great weekend! 

 

     This moment is magical for me because I got to 

see how happy our dog was on vacation! 

 

 

Max Knoepfle 

My Magical Moment: Winning a Huge Stuffed Animal 
 

Meg Feemster 

My Magical Moment: The Cold Smell of Eggs 

   

    Me and my family were going to Old Faithful in 

Yellowstone National Park at 8:30am. Five minutes 

before it was supposed to erupt, we sat down 

on the cold hard bench next to two photographers. 

It was freezing cold and I forgot my coat. It was like 

25 degrees! I thought about laying down on the 

bench with my mom but my sister Ryn already 

thought of that. So, I sat down on the wooden slabs 

with my brother, Sam. When it was 8:33am, we 

started chanting, “5,4,3,2,1!” We heard gurgling like 

hot boiling water, but instead of Old Faithful it was 

the back geyser. Five minutes after the back 

geyser erupted, there was a large gush of egg smell. 

A huge gush of water came out of Old Faithful. 

Sadly, we did not land on zero when we counted 

down to the eruption. When Old Faithful was 

erupting, one of the giant drops of water fell on my 

shirt and it smelled like eggs. “EWW!” I yelled. 

There were no showers here! 

 

    This moment was magical for me because I got to 

have fun with my family while experiencing nature 

even though I smelled like eggs. 
 

      My extended family and I got to the ring toss on 

the boardwalk of Bethany Beach. Our parents paid 

for us to play, and the game worker handed us the 

rings. My grandma said, ‘’This game is impossible!” 

Then my cousins and sisters threw their rings, but I 

waited until they threw a couple of the rings before I 

started. Then I threw three of my rings and missed! 

On my fourth throw, I made it on the ring! The game 

worker asked me what stuffed animal I wanted. I 

picked the stuffed dog. It was huge! When I saw 

the game worker handing me the stuffed dog, my 

eyes lit up. It was so big that my dad had to carry it 

on his back all down the boardwalk. When I got 

to the car, I put it on my seat and slept on it on the 

way home. 

 

    This moment was magical for me because I was 

proud of myself for winning the game and got to 

take home a special prize! 
 
 

Nevaeh Callahan 

My Magical Moment: The Band That Was Worth the 

Wait 

Matthew Wojtowycz 

My Magical Moment: Zipline 

 

       I pulled myself up onto the zipline wire as the 

helper put on the wheels and clipped on the safety 

hook. When the worker told me that he was done I 

let go of the wire and then gripped the safety hook. 

“Are you ready?” asked the helper. “Yes!” I replied. 

The helper pushed me as hard as he could. I soared 

across the wire but when I was halfway across the 

wire it started shaking violently. I turned and saw that 

it was only the helper shaking the wire to try and be 

funny. I turned around to look at the scenery for a 

little bit. I could see for miles! The Jamaican forest 

was so beautiful. I turned to look forward and saw 

that I was almost at the end of the line. My harness 

hit the automatic braking system and I set my foot 

down on the platform. “Wow, that was awesome!” I 

thought. 

 

     This moment is magical for me because I got to 

see for miles the lush forest of Jamaica while ziplining! 

        I stepped on the stage outside and quietly picked up some cymbals and drums. After getting situated, I 

looked up to see Caitlyn dancing across the stage like no one's business. She was clapping and cha-chaing 

one second, then practically floating and singing like an angel another second. She stopped dancing and 

asked me, “Do you want to join the band?” I thought for a moment while Bradley was still drumming. I said 

eagerly, “Ok!” I slammed my cymbals together and pounded on my drums. Then, everyone went quiet while 

I was playing my xylophone. Cool! So, I was in the band! I slammed my cymbals again. 

      This moment was magical for me because I joined an awesome band! 



Michael Thomasson 

My Magical Moment: The Time I Got My Dog 

 

        It was a cold night in the Thomasson’s house, 

few were awake, the glowing moonlight spread 

around the house, projecting a beautiful glow. 

But the long moment of calm was about to be 

broken with just a few words. Words of which would 

break the calm projected by the tender, bright glow 

of moonlight, words of which would disrupt the 

peaceful, sleeping family. Words of which would fill 

the tender, peaceful shelter with an excitement 

far beyond what you could imagine, yes, all that 

from just a few words, words like these...         

“Michael, Michael wake up!” my mom said. “Uh, 

what?” I groaned. “Dad is home,” Mom said. “Dad is 

home!” I shouted. I sprinted out of my bedroom, 

down the stairs, down the hallway, and into the living 

room. Dad was sitting on the living room floor with a 

little cage next to him. “Can we see him?” I 

asked. “Of course!” Dad replied. He slid open the 

door on the cage and out came a little black puppy. 

“What’s his name?” I asked. “Charlie,” Dad replied.  

Charlie started running around the room in circles. 

When he came to a halt, I ran up and hugged him. 

He looked at me for a second, then licked 

my hand. 

 

      This moment was magical for me because I was 

happy to have another member of the family. 

Nirmeen Hamideh 

My Magical Moment: The Cute New Puppy! 

    

   It was the middle of the night and suddenly I heard 

a knock at the door. I decided to ignore it and carry 

on with my sleep. At that time, my mom came into 

me and my brother's room and told me to go back 

to sleep because she was going to let someone in 

the house. So I listened and went right back to bed. 

Minutes later, a black figure holding another small 

black thing came into my room. My brother was 

sound asleep so he obviously did not know what was 

going on. Then the lights went on and a small tan 

puppy jumped on my face. The puppy slobbered all 

over me and I was disgusted. It smelled horrible as if I 

were standing next to a stinky baby pig. Once I 

could actually open my eyes again, I saw the cutest 

puppy ever! I knew it wasn't for me because my 

parents would never get me a puppy. Then my uncle 

explained to me that he had got a new puppy 

and he wanted us to see her. My uncle had named 

her Ducky because of her duck shaped feet. About 

a minute or two later my brother woke up. He 

was so confused! I tapped his shoulder and said that 

my uncle had got a new puppy! He was so tired that 

he didn't know what was going on and then, “Ahh!” 

My brother screamed at the top of his lungs! I bet 

that the whole world could hear it! 

 

     This moment is magical for me because I finally 

got to hold a real live puppy! 

 

 

Logan Dotson 

My Magical Moment:  I Got My Hunting License 

   

   My Dad and I walked into the D.M.V. We walked 

up to the check-in counter. Then a guy asked me, 

“What is your social security card number 

and your birthday?” So, I told him the information! 

Then, he printed my license and the printer went, 

“ACHCHACHCH!” It printed my license! Now, I 

can hunt for this year! The guy asked, “Are you going 

to hunt with a crossbow?” I said, “Yes!” So, he put a 

crossbow stamp on my hunting license and gave it to 

me. He said, “Congratulations!” I felt so excited to 

finally have my hunting license. 

 

    This is a magical moment for me because I have 

worked so hard to pass the hunting safety course 

and all that work paid off! 

 
 

 

Natalie Rowland 

My Magical Moment: The Day of the Kitten 

 

      I went to a pet store with my entire family to get a 

brand new kitten. A lady named Mrs. Lilly walked 

over to us. “Hello! What pet do you want? We 

have dogs, cats, fish, and birds. We have big animals 

and small animals.’’ 

“’CCCCCCCCCAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTT’!’ I cried 

out.” “My, my, we have a happy customer! Come 

with me to where we sell cats,” said Mrs. Lilly. We 

walked in a big white room. I read a letter and it said 

they will bring out the cats, you can see what you 

think of them, and to have fun. I bit my lip. What 

if none of the cats are good for me? All of a sudden, 

Mrs. Lilly came in holding a super tiny kitten that was 

gray and white. He was all gray with white on the 

chest and belly. She closed the door and put him 

down. He ran to me at hyper speed. I closed my 

eyes, then I opened them. I saw a kitten licking me. 

Looking into his eyes, I knew he was the one! ‘’Mom! 

Dad! I want this cat!’’ We got him and Remy was 

ours! I knew I will love him forever! 

 

       This moment was magical for me because it was 

the day I got Remy and I knew I would love him 

forever! 



 

Olivia Swartz 

My Magical Moment: Rosie and Me 

  

   As the truck pulled into my driveway, I yelled, 

“Mom, a truck is in our driveway!” My mom told me 

to go outside. I see my uncle come out of his 

car with two cats in cages. I tell my mom to come 

out here. I looked at the cats’ colors. One was brown 

with a few stripes of white. The other cat’s colors 

were black, white and brown. That cat's name was 

Rosie. We liked Rosie a lot. So, we got Rosie. We liked 

how Rosie licks us. After a week passed, we decided 

to take the Rosie to the vet. We took Rosie to the vet 

because we did not know if it was a girl or a boy. My 

mom, my sister, and I hoped it was a girl. When they 

gave Rosie back, they said it was a girl! Now Rosie is 

two years old. Rosie is very wild and scratchy, but we 

still love her. Finally, Rosie is starting to like to be pet 

by our family members! 

 

     This moment is magical for me because we got a 

cat that we love very much! 
 

Oliver Hines 

 My Magical Moment: Magical Maine 

 

        As we hiked down the mountain trail in Maine, 

we heard birds calling from the pine trees above. I 

looked up and saw a small red bird, cocking its 

head at me and chirping. “Hey Oliver,” called Mom, 

“Check this out!” We had come to a clearing in the 

dense woods. As I turned around to look at 

it, I gasped. Through the clearing, you could see the 

field of boulders below. If you looked beyond that, 

you could see the smaller islands in the distance, and 

the small tour boats zipping by. “Wow!” I sighed. We 

hiked down some more and came to a path that led 

down to the rocks. We went down the path, and 

Mom said, “Good thing I brought dinner!” We found 

a good rock to sit on and Mom took out our lunch 

boxes. We sat down and ate our dinner while 

watching the sunset. 

 

     This moment is magical to me because it was a 

once in a lifetime experience seeing beautiful 

nature.  

Oliver Langston 

My Magical Moment: Off the Boat 

         

       “Can I really do it?” I asked. “Yes, you can,” said 

my grandma. We were on a boat in California. I 

climbed onto the small railing on the side of the boat 

and my brother, Griffin, climbed after me. “You go 

first!” Griffin shouted. “Ok,” I said. I took a big breath 

and jumped off the boat! “WOW the waters 

cold!” I yelled. Griffin and I jumped off the boat for 30 

minutes into the water below. It was so much fun! 

 

      This moment was magical for me because I loved 

jumping off the boat! 

 

  

Riley Yeager 

 My Magical Moment: Me and Conner 

  

     My family and I pulled up into my aunt’s driveway. 

We all took a step inside my aunt’s house. When I 

went into the living room, I saw baby Conner for the 

first time. When Conner woke up for food, I saw his 

adorable midnight blue eyes. After we all ate dinner, 

I got to touch his adorable little toes! When I touched 

him, he smiled and giggled at me. 

 

     This moment is magical for me because seeing my 

new adorable baby cousin is exciting! 

 
 

Presley Davis 

My Magical Moment: Besties! 

     

    I walked up to the blue house where my parent’s 

friends lived. I saw a lot of new faces. They were all 

different. My mom carried me to the playroom. I saw 

a lot of great toys like dolls and a lot more. She took 

me through the playroom and out a door that took 

you to a huge pool. I walked outside to a big gate. 

“Pool!” I shouted. A tall woman with brown 

hair pulled a key out of her pocket and opened the 

gate as she smiled at me. I walked into the pool and 

saw a lot of cool toys and floats in the water. 

Then I saw a little girl in a pink fluffy bathing suit. She 

smiled at me and my mom. Then she did a beautiful 

jump into the pool. “Good jump, Cailin,” my 

mom said. I felt my face tear up and I ran to my 

mom. She picked me up and walked up the ragged 

stairs to the porch where she picked up a pink 

Minnie Mouse swimmie. “Yay!” I said. Next, my mom 

placed me in the pool next to Cailin. Cailin tugged 

my hand and pulled me to the side of the pool. 

She screamed, “Jump!” I held her hand and jumped. 

We both started to laugh when we hit the water. 

After that day, we were the best of friends! 

 

      This moment was magical for me because I got to 

meet one of my best friends! 

 

 
 

  



Reece Heckert 

My Magical Moment: First Ever 

 

     It was 1:30pm at the BMX racetrack as I came into 

the final turn at top speed. I entered the rhythm 

section in third place with two people in front 

of me and one behind me. The want of getting in 

second place was high in my mind. “Come on, 

Reece! Pedal, pedal, PEDAL!” I pumped and 

pedaled, but I realized I could not get in second 

place. So, I stayed in third place and zoomed over 

the finish line. Even though I had crashed and got all 

scratched early that day, I managed to get third 

place! The next thing I knew, I was in line being 

handed my trophy in the tiny booth next to the 

track. 

 

     This moment was magical for me because I won 

my first ever BMX trophy! 
 

Sarah Pawlikowski 

My Magical Moment: Best Friend 

 

      The preschool teacher opened the door to the 

playground. I felt a warm rush go through my arms. 

Everyone rushed out the door saying, “Last person to 

the top of the playground is it!” As I walked up the 

steps, I saw a girl playing Tic-Tac-Toe by herself. I 

went over to play with her. “Do you want to play?” I 

asked. “Sure!” she said. We played until the end of 

recess. Since that day in preschool, we are still the 

best of friends! 

 

     This is a magical moment for me because I met a 

friend who is still my best friend today! 
 

Preslie Havens 

My Magical Moment: The Hat Trick 

 

       “Woohoo!” shouted the other team. “Oh no!” I 

thought, Now, we needed to score 2 more goals to 

win the soccer game. Coach put me in as center 

mid. My teammate Caroline passed me the ball. I 

ran to goal and hit it in. Goal! Everybody clapped as 

I did my crazy dance and then continued on 

with the game. The goalie threw the ball back out 

and I kicked it back in. Another goal! The people 

clapped again, and I did my crazy dance. Then the 

ref finally blew his whistle for a half time break. Our 

coach had a talk real quick and then we started 

again. We started with ball and I was center mid 

again. I passed the ball to Emily and then I ran to 

goal. She passed me the ball again and I was 

sweating really hard. Then, I hit it in goal! I couldn’t 

believe I got a hat trick! Everybody was clapping for 

me and I did my best crazy dance. We won the 

game! 

 

     This moment was magical for me because it was 

when I scored 3 goals in the same soccer game. 

Rowan Berman 

My Magical Moment: The New Dog 

 

       I got out of my Grandma’s car with my sister. We 

walked up to the door and opened it. We opened it 

to a tiny white dog sitting on my Dad’s lap. I said with 

confusion, “Whose dog is this?” My mom said, “It’s 

yours!” “Really!” my sister gasped. She sat down next 

to the tiny white dog and cuddled him with all her 

love. My mom came over and said, “His name is 

Hank.” “I love you Hankie Poo, you’re going to be my 

best friend,” I cried. I went to go rub my fingers on his 

soft silky white fur, but then he knocked me over and 

gave me kisses. After all that cuteness, I went to go 

watch TV and Hank came over. He fell asleep near 

me! When he woke up, I started to play with him. He 

is really strong! After I played with him, the whole 

family sat down and we all watched a movie. 

 

      This moment is magical to me because Hank was 

our first dog and he has lived a happy 6 years in the 

world! 

 
 

Skylar Yeager 

My Magical Moment: The Kittens 

 

      We walked inside the door to the shelter. “Where are we going?” I asked. “This is going to be so exciting. I 

wonder where we are!” I whispered to myself. The lady walked us to a cage with 6 kittens in it. I looked into 

the eyes of the cream-colored kitten and I knew she was mine. “Aww! What’s her name?” I asked. “Her 

name is Chloe and this other kitten is Kiwi,” the owner said. “Mom can we keep her?” I begged. “Okay,” my 

mom replied. “Yay!” I screamed. “I’m going to keep Trixie!” my sister bragged to me. My mom decided to 

get 2 kittens, so my sister got Trixie. Trixie has white, gray, and brown fur. Trixie was Kiwi at first. Chloe had white 

and cream-colored fur. When I cuddled with Chloe, I felt her soft fur and heard her breathing. I cuddled 

Close with Chloe. 

 

This moment was magical for me because it was when I met Chloe, my kitten, for the first time. 



Marian Jackson 

My Magical Moment: Pippin the Kitten 
 

      We’re in the cold, hard garage. The dull colors of the 

garage were sad and really if I wasn’t here for a reason 

I would not ever go here. Of course, I was there for a 

reason. I told you if I weren’t, I wouldn’t be here. I 

mean- the reason I’m here is really, really making the 

dirty, cold garage happier. Momma, a stray cat, had 

just had a litter of furry little balls of 

fluff. By that I mean kittens. “Are you texting Dad?” I 

asked for probably the third time. “Yes,” my sister, Jane, 

answered. I was barefoot, so I had to take 

my feet off the ground every few minutes so they 

wouldn’t freeze. This made me do a weird jogging-in-

place-on-ice motion. But at this moment, it 

didn’t matter. Jane was texting my dad, asking if we 

could bring a kitten home. There were three kittens- one 

female, and two males. We were getting a male. He 

was white with brown markings that faded into gray. He 

looked like his mother. He looked like a kitten you might 

see on one of those pet shows that I used to watch in 

the morning- like Too Cute, or 

whatever it was. “Has he responded yet?” I asked. 

“No,” Jane responded. Oh yeah- it wasn’t our garage. I 

live in the suburbs, and if you saw a litter of 

kittens in somebody’s garage, you’d be sure they’re 

going mental. Really, who would do that? We were in 

my Aunt Susan’s garage. She lives in the 

country, and she has a stable. A lot of strays visit my 

aunt’s stable for shelter. It has been a little while since 

we were in the garage. We were in the warm house of 

my aunt, heading up the stairs to get to our temporary 

room when- ding. Dad had answered! “What did he 

say?” I asked eagerly, anxiety slowly boiling up to my 

head. What if he said no? What if this is our last chance 

and we don’t get a… “ He said as long as we can 

clean his litter box and take care of him,” said Jane. We 

named our new kitten Pippin! 

 

   This is a magical moment for me because it meant 

so much to me to get a kitten! 

 

 

Max Gilman 

My Magical Moment: The Present 

 

       I ran down the small 14 steps that connected my 

first floor and my second floor as I wondered what 

presents I would get. It was Christmas and since I was 

so sick, I had been up since 1 o’clock. My sister, my 

mom, and my dad were right behind me as I bolted 

down the steps. I ran into the living room not even 

stopping to breathe. That was when I saw it: 

hundreds of presents under the Christmas tree, or at 

least it looked like that. I settled myself down and sat 

on my fluffy couch. I got ready for my family’s 

tradition of taking turns opening a present. “The first 

gift,” my mom said, “is for Max.” My mom carried the 

gift over to me as I guessed what it could be. 

I thought it could be a Lego set or a really cool 

model airplane. When she set it on my lap I was 

surprised about how much it weighed. I tore off the 

wrapping paper as everyone leaned in closer to see 

what it was. When I finally finished taking off the 

wrapping paper I could see what it was- a 

brand new Nintendo Switch! I couldn’t believe my 

eyes! I blinked once, then twice to see if I was 

dreaming and I wasn’t! “Ding,” went the timer in the 

other room for the monkey bread. “Time to eat 

monkey bread,” my mom said, “You can play with 

your new switch later.” As I walked into the kitchen 

to eat monkey bread, I couldn’t wait to play m y 

new switch! 

 

     This is a magical moment for me because getting 

a Nintendo Switch was a very happy moment for me! 
 

Stuart Johnston 

                            My Magical Moment: Bison in the Campsite! 

 

      “What?” I shouted while walking closer to the road made out of pebbles. When I was in the middle of the 

road, I could hear people talking and see them taking pictures of a giant bison. The bison was walking up 

the road! Soon the bison was only a few feet away from our campsite! My Dad was yelling at me to get in 

the car while my Mom was throwing all of the food we were eating into the trunk of the car. My Mom 

thought that the food was making the bison come closer to our campsite. Now everyone was in the car and 

we all watched the bison come into our campsite. The bison came really close to our car. It looked like it was 

going to tip the car over but he or she did not! The bison just waited a little while in the middle 

of our campsite and then left into the woods! 

 

      This is a magical moment for me because I had never seen a real live bison before! 

 
 


